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It was October 2008, in the middle of preparations for the Fourth Nagoya University
Home Coming Day, when the historic news rippled through the campus: it had been
decided to award the Nobel Prize to three researchers with their academics roots
at Nagoya University. Here we report on the events related to the awards. There is
also an interview with Shinichi Hirano, whose five-year term as president of Nagoya
University comes to an end in March. He will relate some memorable episodes about
the association and offer some thoughts on its future. R—LASVTFATD/ —NVERREZRROET
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The Sixth General Meeting of Nagoya University
Alumni Association was held.
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Here you can find announcements and news from alumni associations of schools and/or regions. These associations and NUAL

are cooperating with each other to everyone’s benefit.
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E-mail : kataoka@tokyo-office.sat.nagoya-u.ac.jp
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NUAL commenced an open invitation type support project from 2004 for Nagoya University’s activities (including student activi-
ties, employment support service, events and lectures) in harmony with the activity principle of the association. This project ex-
tends invitation twice a year and the Selection Committee is organized to implement a strict selection of activities. The following
are summaries of the activity selected in 2008.
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This column “NUAL People in Action” features our alumni playing active roles in various fields. In this eighth issue, we have an
article contributed by Dr. Pichet Itkor. In Thailand, he is now active in the field of amino acid fermentation and food safety manage-
ment, and so on.

Pichet Itkor £A (Dr. Pichet Itkor)
= 1080F BE B AL RSB BIRET, BiHt,

003FLN2TENTFERR,

I had not been familiar with Japan, neither the country
nor people, until I came across with a visiting professor at
Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok,
Thailand, where I did my bachelor and master degree. He has
become my senior friend since then. The visiting professor,
Dr. Yoshio Ishiguri from Tohoku University, by his behavior,
very much impressed me to firstly know how a Japanese lives
his life. And because of him, I later decided to do my doctor
degree in Japan. I did pass the paper and interview test of the
Japanese Embassy and finally was granted a Japanese Gov-
ernment Scholarship to study in Japan during 1986 — 1990.
Again, with recommendation of Prof. Dr. Yoshio Ishiguri, I
was able to start working with Prof. Dr. Shigezo Udaka at
Fermentation Technology Laboratories <Baiyo Kougaku
Kenkyuushitsu>, Faculty of Agriculture, Nagoya University.

To me, four years of being foreign student in Nagoya
University ended up happily. I was able to work with such a
renowned professor. [ have got lots of friends and built up lots
of networks. More than anything else, I am able to master the
language, thanks to all the Japanese teachers in the Language
Center of Nagoya University, NHK documentary programs
and all of my Japanese friends. Meanwhile, four years of be-
ing a resident in Japan gave me a lot more of understanding
on Japanese way of living, way of thinking and Japanese so-
ciety as a whole. I really felt that those enjoyable times lasted
too early. That was the reason why I decided to work with a
Japanese company, Ajinomoto, right after my graduation.

There are several valuable conceptual thoughts of Japa-
nese that I have learnt while being with Japanese friends in
university and working with Japanese colleagues in Ajinomo-
to. Many of those are still alive and active in my day-to-day
work, some of which I would like to share with the readers of
NUAL Newsletter.

2007 &Wa21ah - -1t BEBLURHIEFIHE,

1989: Doctorate Degree in Biological Chemistry, Nagoya University Japan.
2003—Present: President of Thai Society for Biotechnology.
2007—Present: Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Manager, Coca-Cola (Thailand) limited.

Firstly, “T-KATA” (Knowing everything of a specific
something and knowing a little something of everything), the
concept of having very deep knowledge in one’s own exper-
tise with a little knowledge, but substantiated, of every area
is inevitable when we have to get a job done. I personally
believe that there is no any work on earth that requires only a
single definite field of knowledge.

Secondly, the conceptual practice of “Small Group Ac-
tivities” is a very powerful tool in every scale of company
when change or new system has to be introduced or installed,
even in a very big organization, like a country. Nobody would
deny that the Total Preventive Maintenance and Total Quality
Management are successful stories of Japanese firms using
the concept of “Small Group Activities”. The practice is still
visualized nowadays when GMP, HACCP and ISO system
are being introduced.

Last but not least is “Keeping the Rule”. Japanese always
spend a sufficient time on discussing and justifying why and
how a rule has to be established. And when the rule is once
adopted and put into practice, everybody will unconditionally
obey and follows.

My career started by working as a fermentation engineer
in Ajinomoto Co., (Thailand) Ltd. in 1990. The company is
market leaders in the business of monosodium glutamate
(MSG), feed-grade Lysine and ribonucleotides. I was later in
charge of Technology and Engineering Center where about
130 scientists and engineers were working and reporting to me.
The practice of “Small Group Activities” was always applied
when we introduced a “Change” to the management system.
During that period, I was invited by several universities to be
their visiting lecturer on Amino Acid Fermentation Technology
and I was also sitting in the working committee of establishing
curriculums of Biotechnology in a number of universities.



In 1997, I have got an assignment as a manager of Sci-
entific and Regulatory Affairs when I gained more exposure
among scientific communities. This job assignment also
helped me develop my technical communicating and negoti-
ating skill in influencing the opinion and idea of the authori-
ties based on sound science.

In 2007, I have moved to Coca-Cola Southeast and West
Asia as a SEA Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Manager.
According to company’s need, my job was clearly expanded
from “Biotechnology” to be more on food safety, food regu-
lation and nutrition. And here, the importance of “T-KATA”
was realized. I am still a biotechnologist, which is my exper-
tise, but at the same time I have become a food technologist,
toxicologist and nutritionist by training. I have been elected to
be the president of the Thai Society for Biotechnology, which
is a non-profit organization with the membership of 800
across the country since 2005. But I am also working collab-
oratively with International Life Science Institute Southeast
Asia (ILS]) in addressing the problem of mal-nutrition and
obesity among consumers. Being a part of both private sector
and scientific communities, taking balance between the two
roles not to generate any conflict of interest is challenging
while respect of each organization’s rule has to be seen.

With all those experiences that I have shared here, you
may agree with me that what I had learnt in Japan, during
the last period of my education, have been a backbone of

BioAsia 2008 CDEES R DHFF
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my duality being survived in academic and business com-
munities. Combining with experiences that I have gained
working with a number of people, I anticipate to seeing these
conceptual practices developing to a more advanced level and
expanding also to daily life.

Thanks to Monbukagakusho for such a great opportunity
given to me.
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